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Graduate to swim Channel for charity 
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Hannah Noble, a graduate at BNP 
Paribas Real Estate in London, plans 
to swim the English Channel in July 
2011 to raise money for LionHeart and 
Princess Alice Hospice. 
 
Hannah, who is also a qualified swim-
ming teacher in her spare time, says : 
 
ñSome people may call it brave or sim-
ply slightly odd but swimming the Eng-
lish Channel has always been a goal 
of mine. Having run the Flora London 
Marathon this year and limped the last 
three miles I have come to realise that 
my days as an athlete are unfortu-
nately over and seeing as though I 
have covered the distance on land, I 
have decided to try to cover the dis-
tance in water. 
 
I have decided to raise money for two 
fantastic charities - The Princess Alice 
Hospice in Esher and LionHeart.   
 
The Princess Alice Hospice, Esher is a 
charity that provides palliative and end 
of life care and is funded completely 
by donations. I know from speaking 

with friends and their families who 
have stayed at the Hospice that the 
care their relatives received both in 
being comfortable and pain free in 
their last days and also the care that 
the families receive following their 
passing is invaluable. 2011 will also 
be the 25

th
 anniversary of the Hospice 

and as such it seems a perfect year to 
undertake my Channel Challenge. 
 
As a member of the RICS I have de-
cided to also raise money for Lion-
Heart although I have not as yet 
needed help from the charity, I am 
aware of the fantastic work that the 
charity does and the members who 
they have helped. If the money I raise 
can go someway to help someone 
who needs the charityôs help, then 
that would be fantastic. 
 
Training will involve swimming in Do-
ver harbour, swimming Lakes Winder-
mere and Zurich amongst others as 
well as putting in the lengths at the 
pool. My goggles, hat and swimsuit 
are ready and I am good to go! 
 

I am hoping to 
raise £5,000 to be 
split evenly be-
tween these two 
charities both of 
which I am sure 
you will agree are 
excellent causes. 
W h i l e  B N P 
Paribas Real Es-
tate has already 
pledged a sum of 
money towards 
this total, there is 
still a way to go 
and I would be 
grateful for any 
donations from 
those who support 
these worthwhile 
causes.ò 
 
You can sponsor Hannah by visiting 
the LionHeart website Events menu 
and clicking on Hannahôs challenge 
and Justgiving links or contact Hannah 
direct - Tel: 07800 764 831 or Email: 
Hannah.noble@bnpparibas.com  
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Help with further training for unemployed 
members 

Due to the generosity of an anony-
mous benefactor, LionHeart is able to 
offer some financial help to unem-
ployed members to undertake short 
courses of retraining or further training 
where this will improve their employ-
ment opportunities. Applicants must 
have taken advantage of any State or 
other voluntary funding available to 
them for this purpose and be unable to 
fund the training from their own re-
sources. Some help may also be avail-
able with the cost of establishing self-
employment where a viable business 
plan had been devised. For more infor-
mation contact the LionHeart Helpline 
on 0845 6039057. 
 
Jonathan, had for some time been pur-
suing a career aspiration to become a 
Chartered Surveyor. Two years ago he 
embarked on the journey by enrolling 
on The College of Estate Management 
Diploma in Surveying Practice. He was 
very fortunate in obtaining sponsorship 
from The Chartered Surveyors Train-
ing Trust.  Two years on, with his em-
ployer being significantly affected by 

the current recession, Jonathan could 
not, due to other short-term financial 
commitments, fund the full cost of en-
rolling on a course leading to the BSc 
in Estate Management. At this point he 
approached LionHeart for their assis-
tance.  
 
Jonathan says ñLionHeart dealt with 
my application quickly and thoroughly 
and kept me informed of their progress 
along the way. They were also ex-
tremely friendly and understanding of 
my position.  
 
Above all, LionHeart provided me with 
the part of the funds needed for me to 
continue my studies and I have en-
rolled onto the BSc in Estate Manage-
ment course commencing in Decem-
ber.  
 
I would like to thank all the staff at Li-
onHeart for dealing with my application 
in a supportive, kind and professional 
manner. I look forward to the time 
when I too will be able to donate to 
such a worthy cause.ò  

Articles of Association 
 
The major item discussed at the Sep-
tember meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees was a draft revised Articles of 
Association. After permission for 
changes to the existing governing 
document have been approved by the 
Charity Commission an EGM will be 
held to adopt the changes.  
 
Strategic Review 
 
The group of trustees and senior staff 
established to undertake a review of 
LionHeart strategy is next to review 
arrangements for finance, IT, govern-
ance. Marketing and fundraising will 
be reviewed in the New Year. Views 
will be sought from a cross-section of 
donors, volunteers, and beneficiaries, 
as well as some RICS members who 
do not currently support the charity to 
ascertain their perception of LionHeart. 
We will then consider how we can 
build on our supporter base and de-
velop services to meet the needs of 
past and present RICS members and 
their families in a changing economic, 
social and political environment.  

News from the Board 
room 

Can you mentor an unemployed member? 

LionHeart is  seeking volunteers with 
experience of recruitment or who can 
write a good CV, and who have  a 
knowledge of the employment market 
locally, to mentor unemployed mem-
bers, many of whom may not have 
recent experience of preparing a CV or 
submitting a job application.   
 
Mentors can help applicants review 
their CV and target applications to jobs 
for which they are experienced and 
qualified rather than adopting a 
ñscatter-gunò approach with demoralis-
ing results. Mentors need the interper-
sonal skills to strike a balance be-
tween helping people to realistically 
appraise their strengths and weakness 
in a difficult employment market, and 
providing them with moral support and 
encouragement that will help build 
their confidence and sustain them 
throughout the job hunting process.  
 
If you think you can help, contact Mike 
Carter or Chris Wall on 0845 6039057 
or email cwall@lionheart.org.uk 
 
Current LionHeart mentors include: 
 

Chris Barker FRICS  
(Barker and Associates), Bishops Stortford 

Email: cbarker@barker-associates.co.uk 
 

Chris Brown-Bolton MRICS 
Liverpool/North West 
Email: cbb@globalnet.co.uk 
 

Ian Flanagan OBE FRICS  
(formerly of Hillier Parker), London 
Email: ibflanagan@aol.com 
 

Chris Gill MBA BSc MRICS MCMI  
Darlington 
Email: christopher.gill1@btinternet.com 
 

Matt McCloskey, West Midlands 
Email c/o: cbb@globalnet.co.uk 
 

Peter Prag MA FRICS 
Tadley, Hampshire 
Email: Peter.Prag@farmline.com 
 

Martin Simpson, Stockton on Tees 
Email: simoand simo@ntlworld.com 

 
If you need help, or know someone 
who does, call the LionHeart helpline ï 
0845 6039057 or visit the website 
www.lionheart.org.uk for further de-
tails. 

 

Visit www.lionheart.org.uk 
to download our free guide 
to redundancy and job-
seeking or call us for ad-
vice on 0845 6039057. 

Help for job seekers 

LionHeart is providing job-seekers with 
advice and information regarding State 
Benefits to which they are entitled, 
information on redundancy entitle-
ment, telephone support, and grants 
for those in financial difficulty.  
 
Subject to certain conditions,  grants 
or loans may also be available towards 
the cost of short courses where this 
may widen employment opportunities 
o r  i n t e r e s t - f r e e  l o a n s  t o -
wards  setting  up self-employment.  
 
A free ñGuide to Surviving Redun-
dancy and Job-seekingò has been pre-
pared in conjunction with RICS and 
Macdonald and Co.   
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Please keep donating your old phones 

Thank you for your continuing dona-
tions of mobile phones and PDAs for 
recycling, which have now raised al-
most £1,000 for the charity.   
 
We still need more old mobile phones 
or PDAs so if you have recently up-
dated your phone please send your 
old mobiles to us. Please send UK 
donations to LionHeart Recycling 
Scheme, FREEPOST MID20007, Cov-
entry CV4 8BR. The LionHeart free-
post facility is only available for UK 
donors, but if you wish to help from 
outside the UK you may be able to 

trade in your old 
phones through a 
local recycling 
schem e (see 
Google), then 
send your dona-
tions direct to Li-
onHeart.   
 
For more details 
p l e a s e  v i s i t 
www.lionheart.org.
uk or call Lion-
Heart on 0845 
6039057.  

Where there is a will ... 

The financial fortunes of LionHeart can 
be unexpectedly boosted from time to 
time through the receipt of lega-
cies. By their very nature, it is never 
known when they will materialise and 
sometimes from the kindness of peo-
ple who have never previously had a 
close association with the charity but 
who obviously supported us in our 
work. We would encourage anyone 
who makes a bequest to contact us so 
that we can express our appreciation 
for their kind intentions. 
 
LionHeart has been advised this year 
of some particularly generous legacies 
that are ñin the pipelineò but all lega-
cies, whether large or small, are 
greatly appreciated and we remember 
the donors for their kindness. 
 
Amongst beneficiaries who chose to 
leave a legacy for LionHeart in appre-
ciation of the help that we have given 
to them during their lifetime, were Jane 
Parsons, a delightful widow of a RICS 
member (pictured with former Lion-
Heart Chairman Bryan 
Pickering) who passed 
away in June. Jane had 
been assisted by LionHeart 
for many years and we had 
seen her transition from 
living alone, to living in 
sheltered housing, and 
then to a residential care 
home. Despite her deterio-
rating health over the 
years, including several 
strokes that eventually 
made communication frus-
tratingly difficult for her, 
she showed great fortitude 
and strength of character.   
Another charming elderly 
widow, Joan Mills, left in-

structions with her god-daughter, for a 
bequest of £10,000 to be made to Li-
onHeart upon her death, and this was 
received earlier this year. 
 
Generous legacies have also been 
received this year from a volunteer 
representative who sadly passed away 
following illness whilst still actively en-
gaged in the property industry, show-
ing that none of us are immune from 
unexpected events that can not only 
affect us, but also devastate our fami-
lies.  
 
It is comforting to know that, should 
the unthinkable happen, LionHeart will 
be there to assist RICS members and 
their families when they are least able 
to help themselves.  Leaving a legacy 
is one way to show your sup-
port. Contact Chris Wall on 0845 
639057 or email cwall@lionheart.org.uk 

or visit our website to obtain a free 
copy of our informative guide to mak-
ing a will.  
 

LionHeart trustees agreed that a photo 
identity card for all area and local rep-
resentatives would give confidence to 
people who they visit, even though 
volunteers call by appointment. 
 
We have already issued identity cards 
to many area and local representatives 
which may also be worn at RICS and 
other appropriate meetings.  
 
If you are an area or local representa-
tive and have not yet sent your photo 
through to LionHeart please email a 
high resolution portrait photo as soon 
as possible to cwall@lionheart.org.uk 
to prepare your photo ID card. If you 
donôt have an electronic version of 
your photo, please post a hard copy to 
LionHeart for scanning and the photo 
will be returned to you with your com-
pleted ID badge. 

Appeal for ID badge 
photos 

At the recent RICS Kent Auction Com-
petition in Maidstone on 12 November, 
five novice auctioneers each offered 
12 lots of seasonal chattels and then 
offered a dummy lot of real estate, that 
had recently been sold at a public auc-
tion. 
  
A panel of three judges including two 
retired property auctioneers and a cur-
rent active chattels auctioneer unani-
mously awarded the silver trophy to 
Ben Snelling.  
 
The judges based their assessment on 
the auctioneerôs introduction; com-
mand of the room and bidding; aware-
ness of the value of what they were 
selling and general presentation and 
confidence. 
 
The winner automatically gains a place 
in the RICS National Auction Competi-
tion. 
  
The event was organised by a small, 
but very enthusiastic group chaired by 
Julian Scannell with the tremendous 
support and expertise of local auction 
house Clive Emson Auctioneers. 
  
Everyone said that they had a jolly 
good evening and the entire proceeds 
of £1,050 have been donated to Lion-
Heart. 

Kent auction 
competition 


